CHAPTER V
CULM AND  WASHERY  WASTE
ONE unlooked-for result of the increased cost of labour and
transport in all manufacturing countries is that the " dumps "
of waste fuel in colliery districts are growing in size, and that
the proportion of fuel left in the mines as unmarketable and
not worth bringing to the surface is far greater than is
desirable from the point of view of national economy.
Large consumers of fuel, in towns and cities far distant
from the coal-mining areas, have, in fact, now recognised the
absurdity of paying high freight and railway charges upon
such incombustible matter as shale and dirt; consequently,
washed and properly graded coals are rapidly growing in
favour. The large shipping companies also have commenced
to use washed hard fuels from the South Yorkshire coal-
mining area, in place of South Wales steam coal, and the
demand for scientifically prepared fuels is thus increasing,
month by month and year by year. The coal-washing and
cleaning plants at collieries, therefore, tend to multiply in
all up-to-date mining centres, and the dumps of culm and
other washery refuse are growing in size, and also, in economic
value.
So far the attempts to utilise this waste material for steam
raising or other power purposes have been confined chiefly
to the colliery companies themselves, but with the extension
of their plants the time is rapidly approaching when the
companies will be unable to burn or gasify even a small
proportion of their total output of this low-grade fuel, and
its sale to outside consumers will become necessary.
Owing to the high percentage of incombustible matter,
it will not pay to transport the material far from the mining
centres where it is produced, but within a certain limited